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PANEL DISCUSSIONS 
CENTER ON INDIANS 
AT UM CONFERENCE
MISSOULA---
High school students, tribal council chairmen and nationally known Indian educators 
and workers will participate in several panel discussions as part of the "Kyi-Yo Indian Days 
Youth Conference" May 1-3 at the University 0f Montana here.
The conference, cosponsored by the UM Kyi-Yo Indian Club and the Campus Christian 
Council, is open to high school and college-age Indians. Registration will be in the Univer­
sity Center May 1 witli participants underwriting the cost of their stay at UM.
High school students will participate as panel members as well as spectators. Browning 
High School will present a discussion of the Blackfoot Indian history course in their 
curriculum.
The students at Browning, according to Harold Gray, conference speakers' chairman and 
Nez Perce Indian from Lapwai, Idaho, are "developing a kind of history text of their own, 
putting a workbook together as they go along."
Interspersed with the Browning panel discussion will be tape recordings with Blackfoot 
tribal elders.
St. Ignatius High School will present a panel on alcoholism and Indians, and another 
discussion will be presented by members of the Wambdi-Oda Club from Poplar High School.
A discussion of tribal leadership, including strengths and weaknesses, will be presented 
by the Montana tribal council chairmen--Edison Real Bird, Crow Agency; Clarence Adams,
Gros Ventre Tribe, Harlem; Joe Demontiney, a Cree Indian from the Rocky Boy Reservation,
Box Elder; Allen Rowland, Northern Cheyenne Reservation, Lame Deer; William Youpee, an 






Several leading Indian educators will comprise the panel on Indian education. Alonzo 
Spang, vice-president of the Navajo Community College, Many Farms, Ariz^., will talk about 
his school, where English is taught as a second language, with Navajo the predominate language. 
Charles Zeller, U.S. assistant commissioner for education also will be on the panel.
Others on the education panel include UM graduate Robert Dumont, educational coordinator 
for the National Indian Youth Council, Berkeley, Calif.; Tillie Walker, director of the
United Scholarship Service, Denver, Colo., which specializes in granting scholarships to 
Indians and Spanish Americans, and Doris Eagle Feathers, director of the Head Start program 
on the Blackfeet Reservation, who will try to answer the question,"Do Indian families want
Indian values taught in the school?"
"Indians in the City," will be discussed by panel members Robert Gopher,a Cree-Chippewa 
Indian from Great Falls, who will talk about the success of the Landless Indians; Samuel 
Colbe, director tff the Los Angeles Indian Center; Ben Bear Skin, who is on the Board of 
Directors of the Chicago-based American Indian Center, and Steve Two Two of the Montana
Employment Service.
Ben Black Elk, Indian youth center worker in Chicago; Thelma Stiff Arm, a Gros Ventre 
and Cree, and a UM junior from Browning; Joe Medicine Crow of the Crow Agency who has an 
M.A. in anthropology from UM, and William Tall Bull, a Cheyenne Indian from Lame Deer, will 
discuss Indian heritage and culture.
The conference, which is expected to attract some 300-400 Indians from six Northwest 
states, also will include speeches by nationally prominent figures, entertainment, a 
continuous art show and cultural display, a banquet, Saturday night cultural dance and a 
Kyi-Yo Indian Days parade.
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